
BAN HO - WHAT IS LEFT AFTER THE FLOOD
Story by: Tan Kho May

Hi, We are the youth
group from Lao Cai 

"In the rainy season of 2019, the people of Ban Ho, Sa Pa
Town, Lao Cai Province, witnessed a historic flood. The flood is

believed to be the combined result of unusually heavy rains
and unannounced flood discharge by a nearby hydroelectric

plant!"
Hi, I am  Chairman of the 

People's Committee of the 
Ban Ho commune 



 Sir, through the television 
station, we know that there 
was a sudden flood in your 

commune, right?

 Yes! This flood caused

great damage to people in

terms of property and

crops. Fortunately, there

was no loss of life.

Sudden floods have extremely devastating
effects: floodwaters flooded people's houses

and swept away televisions, refrigerators,
tables, chairs and even three cars.

I'll show you some of the documentaryphotos that we still keep.

Floodwaters also broke a
bridge, isolating the
headquarters of the
Commune People's

Committee, 1 village, 1 health
station and a number of

households.



Fortunately, everyone

was safe, despite this

been a very sudden

flood...

The government and 

 organizations held an

emergency meeting in the

night to make a plan to

support the people...

On-site force

On-the spot 
command items

On-site supplies 
and logistic

On-site
vehicles

Can you tell me when the

flood occurred and what

measures the local

government took to

support people?

To cope with the extreme weather
situation when the rainy and stormy

season comes, the motto "four on
the spot" (on-the-spot command,

on-site forces, vehicles, supplies and
logistics) and "three readiness"

(active prevention, timely response,
emergency recovery), need to be

effectively implemented

Active 

prevention
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response
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ergency 
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On-site vehicles

People's everyday items

are used to overcome the

aftermath of floods,

especially in isolated

areas..

On-site supplies and
logistics

Families share food

during tim
es when

relief fo
rces cannot

reach them
YOUTH
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 LOCAL PEOPLE



On-the-spot command

Families share

medicines, fir
ewood,

sandbags, liv
ing

utensils....
After the water receded, the local

government mobilized the
commune militia, the Sa Pa Military
Command, the Youth Union and the
community, to clean, repair houses,

reinforce works and propose the
relevant levels to support people in

stabilising their lives.


